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PRov. xiv. 32. 


The Wicked is driven away. in bis Wickeaneſs, 
but the Righteous hath Hope in his Death. 


Y Friends, I am called, by the Providence of 
| M God, to ſpeak to you at this Time upon Oc- 
caſion of the Death of one, concerning whom, 
I make no Doubt, but ſhe is now triumphing 
amongſt the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect in Heaven, 
in the immediate Preſence of her exalted Redeemer, where 
there is Fulneſs of Joy, and Pleaſures for evermore. 
Having no particular Scripture allotted me ſor this 
Work, and deſiring of the Lord, that I might be directed 
to ſome Word, that might reach the Caſe of all my 
Hearers; aſter having revolved ſeveral Scriptures in my 
Mind, I have fixed upon the Words now read to you; 
and I do recommend them to your ſerious Thoughts, be- 
_ cauſe there is not a Soul here preſent, but will find their 
Account-in them ina dying Day : We ſhall not ſeek for 
any Coherence of theſe Words, the manifeſt Deſign and 
plain Meaning of them is, to preſent before our Eyes the 
different States of the Wicked and the Righteous in Death. 


The Wicked is driven away in his Wickediiefs. but the 
» Righteous hath Hepe in his Death. 


The general Obſervation I ſhall give you from the 
Words is this; viz. That there is a very great and re- 
markable Difference betwixt the Wicked and the Righte- 
ous in Death. As to their State, indeed, as to outward 
Appearance, they may die alike; a wicked Man may die 
quietly ; there are, faith the Pſalmiſt, no Bands in their 

Death, Pſal. Ixxiii. 4. | 
But it is the different State of both, in and after Death, 
we ſhall conſider. And, 5 f WS) 
Firſt, I ſhall begin with the Wicked, they being firſt in 
my Text. The Wicked is driven away in his Waickedneſs. 
And, Fir/t, We ſhall conſider who are the Wicked 
that are driven away. | DES, 
B II. Secondly, 


(2) 
- Hh. Sead What is meant by the Wieked's being 
driven away. 
III. Thirdly, What is to be underſtood by the Wicked's 
being driven away in his Wickedneſs. 
IV. Fourthly, Make ſome Uſe of this firſt Part of my 
Text and Doctrine. 5 


Fir, T am to conſider, who are meant by the Wicked. 


And here, I conceive, by the Wicked is to be underſtood 
every unregenerate Perſon, every impenitent graceleſs 
an and Woman; in a Word, every Unbeliever is, in 


Scripture- Account, a wicked Perſon, whether they be 


openly. profane or covered Hypocrites. I might give 
ſome. Diſcovery of them, fr, in their Principles, ſecondh, 
in their Practices; but I muſt do it briefly. There are 
very many wieked Principles in Men. As, | 
Firſt, An Atheiftical Principle. 191 
Secondly, An Idolatrous Principle. 
:.. Thirdly, A Superſtitious Principle. 
FHuurthiy, A Perſecuting Principle. 
The fir: of theſe denies the Being of God, or at leaſt, 
doth-not admit that God is ſuch a Being as be hath. de- 
clared himſelf to be. Pal. xiv. x. The Feol- hath ſaid in 
his Meant, there is no God. Pal. I. 21, Thou. thoughte/# 
thet { was altogether ſuch an one as jel: The Idolater 
falls down to a falſe God; the Superſtitions Perſon of- 
fers a falſe Worſhip to the true God; and the Perſecutor 
aſſumes to himſelf the Place of God, in taking upon him 
to lord it over the Souls and Conſciences of other People. 
But theſe are all of them very wicked Principles. God 
give ſuch People Repentance, leſt they be driven away in 
their Wickedneſs. Moreover, there is a Principle of 
Pride; The:WVicked, through the Pride of his Countenance 
will not call upon God, Pal. x. iv. He will not ſeek after 
God, he ſhutteth God out of his Thoughts; the Ways of 
God are grievous to a; proud Man, he will not ſtoop te 
God's Sovereignty, nor ſubmic to his Mercy; this is a 
wicked Principle. Again, there is a worldly: Principle in 
Man, and this is alſo a wicked Principle; for he that 
loveth the World with: a predominant Love, the Love of 
the Father is not in him, 1 John ii. 15. And then, la/th, 
to name no more, there is a Self- righteous Principle; and 
this hath as much Wickedneſs in it as any of the other. 
Prov. xxx. 12. There 15:4: Generation that is pure in their 
own Eyes, but are not waſhed from their Filthingſs. Man, 
3. oy ; 4 going 
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ing about to eftabliſh his own Righteouſneſs, doth not 
ubmit to the Righteouſneſs of God, and ſo doth what in 


him lies to fruſtrate God's glorious Deſign in Man's Sal- 


vation, and to render both needleſs and fruitleſs the whole 
Mediatory Work of Jeſus Chriſt. But let ſuch People 


know, that all their own Righteouſneſs is but as filthy 


Rags, and will ſtand them in no ſtedd as to their Juſtifica- 
tion before God; For how can Man be juſt with God? 
Job ix. 2. Seeing, by the Deeds of the Law there all no 
Fleſh be juſtified in his Sight. — Whilſt Men retain this 
Principle, they are in ſome Senſe farther from Salvation 
than the profane World; for, as our Lord faith, Publi- 
cans and Harlots go into the Kingdom of God befare fuch, 
Now, for wicked Practices, they are alſo very many; 
ſuch as Blaſphemy, Swearing, Curling, Lying, Murder, 
Adultery, Sabbath-breaking, Drunkenneſs, Oppreſſion, 
Theft, Contempt of Religion, Scoffing at Goodneſs, 


Will-worſhip, with almoſt innumerable other wicked 


Ways and Courſes, which Men and Women walk in, 
fulfilling the Deſires of the Fleſh and of the Mind, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, Eph. ii. 3. Theſe are the Wicked, who 
are to be driven away in their Wickedneſs, unleſs God, 

who is rich in Mercy, do turn them from their Wicked- 
neſs, that ſo Iniquity may not be their Ruin, 

But, Secondly, J come to ſhew what is meant by the 
Wicked's being driven away. 

Fir/t, By the Wicked's being Sis away, I do under- 
ſtand their Departure out of the World by Death. That 


the Death of the Wicked is here intended, feems very 


ain in the Text, where he faith, the Righteous hath Hope 
in his Death; intimating, that the Wicked die, and the 
Righteous dic, but they are not both in the ſame Condt- 


tion: The Wicked is driven away in his Wickedneſs," but 


the Righteous hath Hope in his Death, The Wicked is 
driven away, that is to ſay, he is driven out of the World 
by Death, Job. xvii, 18. He ſhall be driven from Light 
W Darkneſs, and chaſed out of the World ; Death cometh 
with a Commiſſion from the great God, he cometh as the 


King of Terrors, and taketh the Wicked Man Captive, 


and driveth him away from his: Dwelling-place into * 
nity, Job xviii. 14. | 
II. Szcondly, By the Wicked's being driven away, we 
may underſtand their Unwillingneſs to die. Fain would 


| the Wicked ſhun. Death, fain would they fice from it, and 


21 make 


(4) 
make their Eſcape, but cannot; Death hath, as I ſaid be- 
fore, his Commiſſion to ſeize upon ſuch a one, and he will 
not be ſaid nay, But loth is the Wicked to go; then 
Trouble and Anguiſh ſhall make him —_ they ſhall pre- 
vail againſt him as a King ready to Battle, Job. xv. 24. 
Now Death prevaileth againſt him, and full ſore againſt 
his Will driveth him away, as Stubble before the Wind, 
and as the Chaff, which the Storm carrieth away, Job 
xxi. 18. Now, tho he cry he ſhall not be regarded, for 
God ſhall caft upon him and not ſpare, he would fain flee 
out of his Hand but cannot, Job xxvii. 22. Now the 
Firſi- born of Death (that is Sickneſs) ſhall devour his 
Strength, it ſhall dry up his Roots beneath, and cut off his 
Branch above, Job xviii. 13. 16. And they ſhall find 
that there is no Diſcharge in that War; for the Eyes ſhall 
Fail and they ſhall not eſcape, and their Hope ſhall be as 
the giving up of the Ghoft, Job xi. 20. 
III. Thirdly, By the Wicked's being driven away, we 
may underſtand the fearful Wrath and Diſpleaſure of the 


Lord againſt them in Death. It is ſaid, Precious in the 


Sight o Ti the Lord is the Death of his Saints ; ; but Death is 
the Wages of Sin, and cometh upon the Wicked as a Curſe ; 
therefore it is ſaid, Fob xxi, 17. How oft is the Candle of 
the Wicked put out © How 0 75 cometh their Deſtruction? 
God diſtributeth Sorrows in his Anger. God hath ſhewed 
much Patience, and hath long waited on the W icked, 
granted them Time and Space for Repentance, afforded 
Means and Mercies, often warning Sinners of their Dan- 
ger, and calling them to Repentance; but ſtill they go on 
in their wicked Courſes, provoking the Lord to Anger, for 
he is angry with the Wicked every Day, Pſal. xi. 7. Till 
at length the Anger 4 the Lord waxeth hot againſt them, 
and be whets his glittering Sword, and his Hand takes 
hold of Judgment. He will eaſe bimſelf of his Adverſa- 
ries, and reward them that hate him, Deut. xxxii. 41. 
Iſaiah i. 24. Thus, the Wicked is driven away, and as 
with a Storm he is hurled out of his Place, Job xxvi. 21. 
For Mercy and Divine Patience being provoked, rife up 
to the greater Wrath, and who can ſtand when God is 
angry ? Surely none, for by the Blaſt of God they periſh, 
and by the Breath of his n are they conſumed or ariven 
aw =; Job iv. 9. 

IV. Feurthly, By the Wicked's being driven away we 

: _ underſtand that * F. are wel, which the Wick- 
ed, 


EF1 
ed, at Death, are forced to take of all their good Things; 
Death drives them from their Stations, from their Honours, 
Preferments, Riches, Pleaſures, Friends, Relations, worldly 
Comforts and Delights, ſo as never to enjoy them more; 
Death drives Kings from their Thrones, Nobles from their 
Seats, the Wealthy from their Eſtates, fine Buildings, plea- 
ſant Gardens; the Drunkard from his Cups, the Voluptuous 


from his Pleaſures, P/al xlix. 16, 17. Be not thou afraid 


when one is made rich, when the Glory of his Houſe is increaſ- 
ed; for when he dieth he ſhall carry nothing away, his Glory 
ſhall not deſcend after him; yea, as he came forth of his Mo- 


ther's Nomb, naked ſhall he go to return as he came, and 


Hall take nothing of his Labour which he may carry away in 
his Hand, Eccl. v. 15. But here, it may be, ſome will 
ſay, this is not the Caſe of the Wicked only; but of the 
Righteous alſo ; for do not we ſee that the ſame Event 


happeneth to all, both good and bad? Do not the Righte- 
ous leave all behind them when they die? How then are 


the Wicked driven away any more than the Righteous ? 
J anſwer, that as the Righteous brought nothing into this 
World with them, ſo they ſhall carry nothing of the World 


away with them, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ; they indeed came 


naked in, and go naked out, Fob i. 21. But here lies the 
Difference; the Wicked is driven away from all his good 
Things, but the Righteous is taken away from the Evil to 
come ; I fay the Wicked is driven away from all his good 
Things, we may read in the 16th Chapter of Luke's Goſ- 
pel, concerning the rich Man and Lazarus ; how. they 


both lived, and that they both died, and what became of 


each after Death; and how the rich Man, in the Midſt 
of the fiery Flames of Hell, cry'd out for a Drop of Wa- 
ter to cool his Tongue: Now that which I obſerve 
as to our preſent Purpoſe, . is the Anſwer received in 
Verſe 25, Son, remember that thou in thy Life-time hadſt 
thy good Things, and likewiſe Lazarus his evil Things. 
As the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, He had his Portion in this Life, 
Pal. xvii, 14. He had his fine Apparel and his ſumptuous 
Fare, he had his Wealth and Riches, and all that Heart 


could wiſh for as to the World; but alas, Death cometh 


and drireth him away from all, and puts an End to all 
his Mirth and Joy; he hath had his good Things in this 
Life, but now he is gone, and muſt never ſee good Days 
more. So Luke xii. 19, 20. { will ſay to mn Soul, Soul, 


thou haſt much Good laid up for many Years, take | thine 


Eaſe, 
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(6) 
Eaſe, tat, drin and be merry; but God ſaid unto him; 
thou Fool, this Night ſhall thy Soul be required of thee, and 


then whoſe ſhall theſe Things be which thou haſt provided? 


And thus are the Wicked driven away, and forced to take 
their final Farewel of all their good Things; yea, they 
Hall fly away as Dream, and ſhall not be found; they 
Hall be chaſed away as a Viſion of the Night. Job xx. 8. 
But as for the Righteous, tho when they die, they leave 
all worldly Goods behind them, yet they have Hope -in 
their Death. This World is not the Portion of the Righ- 
teous, they have an Inheritance above, and reckon them- 
ſelves but as Strangers and Pilgrims here, having no conti- 
nuing City on this Side the Grave, but are ſeeking one to 
come; and therefore, tho” to the Believer to live is Chriſt, 
vet to die im Gain. The Righteous, at Death, exchange a 
World of Sin and Sorrow for a World of Holineſs and 
Happineſs ; they are taken away from theiEvil to come, 
they enter into Peace, Iſaiab lvii. 1, 2. And fo the Day 
of Death is to them better than the Day of their Birth. 
But more of this when I come to ſpeak to the latter Part 
of my Text. | | e 185 
V. Fifthly, By the Wicked's being driven away, we 
may underſtand or conſider, where it is that the Wicked 
are driven to; what becomes of them when by Death 
they are driven out of the World? Where doth the 
Wicked fall when by Death he is hurled out of his Place? 
Why, be is driven into Hell-Fire, Pſal. ix. 17. The 
B#/icked ſhall be turned into Hell, and all the Nations that 
forget :God. Oh how dreadful is the State of every Wicked 
Man and Woman in Death, when their Souls are driven 
out of their Bodies, and driven away to Hell? Luke xvi. 
22, 28. The rich Man alſo died and was buried, and in 
Hell he lift up his Eyes, being in Torment; tho Death 


laid his Body aſleep in the Grave, yet Hell-Fire awaken- 


ed his Conſcience, and when he found where he was, 
how did he cry and beg for Mercy? But then it was too 
late. Oh what an unwelcome Welcome will the Wicked 
meet with, when they enter thoſe gloomy Regions of eter- 
nal Darkneſa? If I may allude to that Place in Exetiel 
XXXii. 21. The Strong among the Mighty ſhall ſpeak to thee 
out of the: Mid/of Hell; J have ſometimes thought, if one 
could ſtand a While at the Door of Hell, and hear what 
Salutation poor unhappy Souls meet with, at their Entrance 
into that doleful Place, from thoſe infernal Spirits, who _—_ 
| | | 5 made 
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made it their Buſineſs by all Wiles and Ways to draw 


them thither, it would not eafily be forgotten: And. oh, 
the Shrieks, the Cries, the Groans of a poor wicked, loſt, 
damned Creature, when be ſhall find himfelf amidfi ſuch 
Company, and that he hath changed a Life of finful Plea» 
fure on Earth to dwell with everlaſting Burning ! T his is 
the Meaning of the Wicked's being driven away, 

III. I come now to the Third general Head propoſed, 
vis, To ſhew what is meant by the Wicked's being driven 
away in his Wickedneſs; for this is an Aggravation of the 
miſerable State of the Wicked in Death. For the Wick- 
ed to be driven away is fad, but to be driven away in his 
Wickedneſs is worſt of all. There are three Things to be 
conſidered in the Wicked's being driven away in his 
Wickedneſs, Firſt, The Guilt of Sin. Secondly, The 
Filth of Sin. Thirdy, The Power of Sin. 0 

- Firft, A wicked Man dieth in the Guilt of all his Sins; 
Death, that driveth him away from all his Companions, 
Comforts, Delights, and good Things, will drive him 
away in his Wickedneſs. Jahn viii. 24. Saith our Saviour, 


jou believe not that I am he, ye ſball die in your Sins. 


There is but one Way whereby ſinſul Man can be freed, 
from the Guilt of Sin, and that is,. by the precious Blood 
of Chriſt, even by Faith in his Blood. ; but the Wicked 
do either reject or negle this Remedy, and therefore they 
muſt die in-their Sins, that is, with the Guilt of all their 
Sins, both original and actual; Sins of Omiſſion and 
Sins of Commiſſion, charged upon them; God hath re- 
corded them, they are written down in his Book, not one 
of them ſhall be forgotten in the Day of Account. Iſai. 
Ixy. 3. A People that provoke me to Anger continually ta 
my Face. But behold, ver. 6. faith. God, it is written. 
before me, I will-not keep Silence. So Fer. ii. 22. The 
Hou waſh thee with Nitre, and take thee much Soap, yet. 
thine Iniquity is marked. before me, ſaith the Lord, As it is 
the bleſſed Privilege of the Righteous, that their Sins are. 


- 


blotted out, covered, forgiven and forgotten, ſo as that 


they ſhall never be remembered againſt them to their 
Condemnation, for there is no Condemnation to them that 


are in Chriſt Jeſus; ſo it is the Miſery of the Wicked. 
that Sin lieth at their Door, and that they muſt die not on- 
ly for, but alſo in their Iniquity, Ezet. xxxiii. 9. Foals, 
ſaith Soloman, make a Mock of Sin; Sin is, now the Sport 
and Paſtime of the Wicked ; but oh, when the Sinner's 

ö | Conſcience 


(8) 

Conſcience. comes to be awakened, whether at or after 
Death, and Sin, in the Guilt of it, charged home by 
the Law, and God ſhall ſet it in order before the Sinner's 
Eyes; what Work will it make, what an inſupportable 
Burden will it then be found to be? Wo, wo, wo to 
that poor unhappy Creature that muſt for ever bear it! 
It had been good for that Man or Woman if they had ne- 

ver been born. 
© Secondly, The Wicked's being driven away in his 
Wickedneſs may intend this alſo, that they die and are 
driven away in the Filth and Pollution of all their Sins. 
Sin is a filthy Leproſy, which hath overſpread human 
Nature; it is the moſt loathſome Diſeaſe in the World; 
It is an abominable Thing in the Sight of God, it is hate- 
ful to a holy God, for he is a God of purer. Eyes than to 
behold Evil but with Abhorrence ; and therefore, the 
Lord doth as it were intreat Sinners to forbear it, ſaying, 
O do not this abominable Thing that T hate, Fer. xliv. 4. Oh 
what an abominable and filthy Creature is Man, who drink- 
eth in Iniquity like Mater! Fob xv. 16. Sin pollutes and 
defiles, and fo ſpoils all, even the beſt Works of Men; it 
makes not only the Perſons, but alſo the Sacrifice of the Wick- 
ed to be an Abomination to the Lord, Prov. xv. 8. and xxi, 

7. As God is an holy God, fo without Holineſs none 

hall ſee him, ſo as to enjoy him, what then will become of 
the Wicked who die, and are driven away in the Filth of all 
their Sins? Heaven is a Place of perfect Purity, no unclean 
Thing ſhall enter there; what then will become of the filthy 
Sinner? 1 Pet. iv. 18. If the Righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, 
where ſhall the ungodly and the Sinner appear? Thus the 
Wicked is driven away in his Wickedneſs, in his Filthi- 
neſs; and then will that Saying be fulfilled upon them, 
He that is filthy, let him be filthy ftull, Rom. xx. 11, For 
as the Lord by the Prophet faith, Becauſe I have purged 
thee and thou wat not purged ; that is, as if the Lord 
ſhould fay, I have uſed Means to cleanſe thee, even the 
Means of Grace, by which my People are cleanſed ; yea, 
J have opened a Fountain for Sin and for Uncleanneſs, 
but thou art not cleanſed ; therefore thou ſhalt: not be 
purged from thy Filthineſs any more, till I have cauſed 
my Fury to reſt upon thee ; 1 the Lord have ſpoken it, 
it mall come to paſs and I will do it, I will not go back, 
neither will J ſpare, neither will I repent ; according to 
thy Ways, and according to thy Doiugs ſhall they judge 


thee, 


(9) 
thee, faith the Lord God, Ezeft. xxiv. 13, 14. Thus 
the Wicked is driven away in his Wickeuneſs, bis Bones 
are full of the Sins of his Youth, which ſhall lie down with 
him in the Duſt, Job xx. 11. Wickedneſs is ſweet in the 
Sinner's Mouth, he hides it under his Tongue, he ſpares 
it and will not forſake it, but keeps it ſtill within his 
Mouth, but at length it proves to be a noiſome and Soul- 


oe killing Poifon within him. Death comes and drives him 
bs away, and then farewel Earth and farewel Heaven too; 
1 for he fhall not ſee the Rivers, the Floods, the Brooks of 
Honey and Butter, . . 1%. 3%, IT, 
” Again, Thirdly, Let me add this alſo, the Wicked is 
15 driven away in his Wickedneſs, that is, he dieth, he de- 
g parteth out of this World under the Power cf Sin. He 
* hath been a Slave to Sin all his Days; Sin reigns in the 
z unregenerate, it hath the Maſtery over them, and either 
- draweth them from God and their Duty to him, or elſe 
55 iveth them on to fight againſt God; Sin hath got the 
Y cendant, the Dominion over Man; and, I fay, ſome- 
q times it forcibly draws him, and he is fadly enſlaved by it; 
l a Man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 
. | Luft and enticed, Fames i. 14. And ſometimes again it 
"—— drives him on againſt God, A#s vii. 51. Ye Stiffnected 
=: and Uncircumciſed, ye do always refift the Haly Gb. Sin 
ar hath the Sinner at its Beck, and its Motions are readily 
1 | obeyed ; Sin faith, Break this Command, and omit that 
= Duty, and preſently Sin is obeyed ; and oh what Slavery 
= is this? 75 whom ye yield yourſelves Servants to obey, his 
7 | Servants ye are whom ye obey, whether of Sin unto Death, 
* or ef Obedience unto Righteouſneſs, Rom. vi, 16. The 
x * Righteous. are in ſome good Meaſure delivered from this 
FL Servitude in this Life, and ſhall be wholly freed from it at 
* Death, when the Spirits of the Juſt are made perfect; but 
= let not even the Godly give themſelves up to Security, for 
g 4 Sin at preſent dwells in them, and will yet ſeek to 
238 have Dominion, and to bring them again, into Bondage; 
0 | for the Fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, and is as contrary 
55 as it can be; let then all the Godly take Heed, 4% their 
Hearts be hardened through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, Heb, 
- zii. 13. The Believer muſt fight and ſtrive, and play the 
FP Man, and go forth to the Battle in the Strength of Chrit, _ 
t, and daily endeavour the Mortification of Sin, in Hope and 
K. Confidence of Victory; ſeeing be hath a Promiſe, that 
2h Sin ſhall not have Dominion, becauſ# he is not under the 
0 e v 1 Z aw 
e, | 


. 

Tin but under Grace, Rom, vi. But the Wicked, 
the Unr te is ſtill in Bondage, . perhaps he know 
it. not; 2 were never in Bondage, ſay the Jews to our 
Saviour, Jab vii. 33. But mark our Lord's, Anſwers 
Ver. 34. He that committeth 75 it the Servant f 8 in : - 
Oh How doth Sin carry. poor Man, as it were, headlong, 
it makes bim ſet his Mouth againſt Heaven, and ſaꝝ to 

God, Depart from me, I deſire not. the Knowh of 
thy Ways; it fills the Mind with Enmity againſt od, 
Rom. viii. 7. And tho God threaten. and denounce, his. 
Wrath from Heayen againſt, Sin, and Sinners, and Con- 
ſcience alſo gives many a Check ;, yet on the Wicked goes 
in his wicked Way, till Death comes and drives him 
away, even when he is thus enſnared in and enſlaved by 
his Sins. Prov. v. 22, 23. Hit, own Iniquities Gall tale 
the Wicked himſel „ and he Holl 45 Holden with, the Cords. 

" his Sins, be Hall. die without, Wet 22 Now. 
[fue 1 bring, it to is this ; the d, the Unrege- 


nerate bein Ba, thus driven 1 m their aden nay 
Service of 


ES 


ed and driven on fm Sin, that, they ſhall provake God to 
his Face, even while he is pouring out his wrathful Indig- 
nation upon them in Hell, Job xxxvi. 13, 14. The. 
Hy pocrites in Heart heap up Wrath, they cry, not when 
ts bindeth them, they will not cry for 19 but fill, 
be heapin, up Wrath, and adding freſh Fuel to the Fire 
of. Hell. ut 1 ſhall give ſome * for theſe * 
Thoughts in this, Matter. And, 
Firſt, the fallen Angels, who once: were Angels of Pig 

but kept not their firſt Eſtate, but now are become D. 
being caſt down from their Seats, being caſt out of Hs 
and reſerved in everlaſting Chains under Darkneſs unto the 
Judgment of the great Day; theſe, I ſay, having been over= 
powered by Sin, are {kill held down to that Work; Sin is- 
the Devil's Work, be finneth 4 the Bæinning, 1 John 
iii. 8. He did not only ſin at the Beginning, but ee 
eyer ſince, as the Words import; n 1 begun, and thus 
he hath gone on; it is his Trade which he hath followed all 
his Days; be hath the ſame wicked Nature, and perſiſt 

eth in the ſame wicked Courſe, and is not humbled for 
what he hath done. This being the Caſe of theſe wicked. 
Spirits, may we not then conclude it will be the ſame; with 
wicked Men, who are driven out of the World in their 

a | 5 Wickedneſs, 


(11) 


their Wickedneſs ?? 1 

24, My ſecond Reaſon is this: The Wicked, are fo 
overpowered and driven on by Sin, that under temporal 
Voter their Hearts riſe up againſt God, and the more 
He puniſheth them, the more they provoke him; this the 
Devil well knew, when he told the Lord, That if he did 
but touch Job's Sultauce, and his Bone and his Fleſh, he 
would curſe him to his Face; and to this End Satan ſtir- 
red up his Wife to perſwade him to it, Fob i. 1 1. and ii. 
5. And if Job had been a wicked Man, as his Friends 
End in it; but 75% was a righteous Man, and therefore 
*he did not curſe but. bleſs God, when under his afflicting 
Hand. When the Lord fhall come forth in the Way of 


Judged him to be, no Doubt but the Devil had had his 
577 


bis Judgments upon the World, in thoſe dreadful Plagues 
"Which he hath threatened to pour down upon the King- 
dom of Antichriſt, how will Men carry it under them? 


of the Hail, for the 


„ 
9. 


Rev. xvi. 21. There fell upon Men @ great Hail out of 
2 


Haben, and Men Wee God, becauſe of the Plague 
Vague thereof was exceeding great. 

> ver. 11. They blaſphemed the God of Heaven becauſe of 
their Pains and their Sores, and repented not of their Deeds. 
So again, Rev. ix. 20, 21. compared with Jai. viii. 21, 
22, 125 Hall curſe their King and their God.” Thus. then 
it is ith the Wicked under temporal Judgments ;* Sin 
hath the Maſtery of them, and what that prompts them 
to that. they do, they even rife up againſt God, ànd vent 
their yer ns againſt him, even while he is pouring 
out” his Wrath upon them: And therefore T conclude, 
that the Wicked being driven away in his Wickedneſs, in 


the Shares of Sin, and under the Power of Sin, will never 


* 


- 
4 


be able to get free, but muſt do the Work and N 
of Sin for ever; and as he was treaſuring up Wrath while 
he lived on Earth, fo ſhall he be always addibg Fuel to 
that Fire which ſhall burn for ever. 

My third Reaſon is this: The Wicked {hall be given 


up to their Luſts without Reſtraint, they ſhall be utterly 
forſaken of God, and his. reſtraining Grace withdrawn 


£ 


„ 
* 


from them; in this World, God, in ſone Meaſure, te- 
ſtrains the Luſts of Men, and keeps them in ſome Bounds; 


I allfo withheld thee from 7 agait ſane, ſaid God to 


Abimeterh, Gen. xv. 6. I think it is one of the ſadeſt 
Judgments that can befal a Man on this Side Hell, to be 
LN yy C 2 given 
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612) 
given up of God to the Power of Sin. Some Inſtances we 
5258 of this, even of thoſe, who againſt Light, againſt 
Means, againſt Mercies, have gone on to add Sin to Sin, 
provoking the Lord to Anger, till he hath given them 
wholly up to the Power of their Luſts, to fin without 
Reſtraint and without Remorſe, yea to fin with Greedi- 
neſs, Rom. i. 24. Wherefore God gave them up to Un- 
cleanneſs through the Luſts of their own Hearts; So ver. 
26. God gave them up to vile Affections, and at laſt, 
God gave them up to a reprobate Mind, to do thoſe Things 
 aohich. are nat convenient, being filled with all Unrighteouſs, 
ver. 28, 29, 30. When Men are thus far forſaken and given 
up of God, oh how doth Sin hurry them? ſo that they 
_ overpaſs the Deeds of the Wicked, as the Prophet ſpeaks, 
Fer. v. 28. On they muſt go, tho Death temporal and 
eternal be before them; they cannot ceaſe from Sin, as 
the Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Pet. ii. 14. Now, if this be ſuch a 
l to be given up to Sin without Reſtraint in 
this Life, then I conclude that this will be the Caſe of 
the Wicked after Death; they thall be utterly forſaken of 
God, his Spirit ſhall never more ſtrive with them, but 
Sin ſhall have the Maſtery of them for ever: There 
are two Sorts of Luſt in Men, the Luft of the Body 
and the Luft of the Mind, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Eph. 
ii. 85 7 lling the Defires of the Fleſh and of the Mind. 
The Sort makes a Man reſemble a Beaſt, the ſecond 
makes him like a Devil; they are called the Devil's Luſts, 
John viii. 44. Ye are of your Father the Devil, and his 
_ Lufts ye will do. Now then, however it may be with 
"regard to the Luſt of the Body after Death, yet I con- 
clude that the poor forſaken Sinner ſhall be given up to 
the Left of his Mind, which ſhall prevail over him for 
Lay, Let me add this alſo; the Scripture. is plain 
„that the Wicked in Hell ſhall not only weep and wail 
under the Torments which they ſuffer; hut ſhall gnaſh 
their Teeth-alſo, even with Deſpite againſt God, and 
J 8 his bleſſed Saints in rac” 725 xiii. 28. There 
ſhall. #e weeping and gnaſbing of Teeth, when ye fhall ſee 
= ahem, The: and 400 . b hes in the Ka le 5 
Heaven, and you yourſelves thruſt out; Gnafhing of 
Teeth in Scripture denotes Rage, Malice, and Spite. 
fal. xxxvii. 12. The Wicked platteth again the Fuſt, 
aud gnaſheth upon him with his- Teeth. So Pſal exii., 10. 


! 


013 
The Wicked ſhall ſte it and be grieved, he ſhall gnaſh with 
bis Teeth and melt away. So the Perſecutors of the Mar- 


tyr Stephen, Acts vii. 54. When they heard theſe Things 
they. were cut to the Heart, and gnaſbed upon him with 
heir. Teeth. The Wicked gnaſh their Teeth at the God- 


now; well, they ſhall have gnaſhing enough in Hell, 


if that will do them any good ; but alas] that will not 

eaſe their Torments, but rather increaſe them. The 
/ - higheſt Degree of Sin is to fin againſt - God with Spight, 
eſpecially. after Illumination. This ſets the Sinner beyond 


Hope of Repentance, and out of the Reach of Pardon, 
Heb. x. 29. This a poor Creature may be left to here, 


but how: much more in Hell? For the Wicked being 


driven away in his Wickedneſs, Hell- fire will not change 
his Nature; and as he was an Enemy to God here, fo 


Will he be for ever; and as he did not love the Godly here, 
ſo he will be ſo far from loving them hereafter, that he 


will envy their bleſſed Condition to all Eternity. And 


. thus as the Righteous ſhall rejoice to ſee the juſt Vengeance 
of God upon the Wicked, ſo ſhall the Wicked fret and 


howl for Vexation of Spirit, Iſai. Ixv. 14. And thus 
while God is puniſbing, they are ſinning, and while they 
are ſinning God is ſtill puniſhing; and this is like to be 


the Work between an infinite God and a loſt Creature 


for ever. Who would not dread the Thoughts of being 
one of that unhappy Number, who are driven away by 
Death in their Wickedneſs, even in the Guilt, Filth and 


Power of Sin? Wo, wo, to every poor Sinner, ws 
ſhall. be thus driven away in his Wickedneſs; for this 


will be the Conſequence of it, ſuch ſhall» riſe” again in 
their Sins, and come to Judgment in their Sins, where 
they: ſhall receive their final, fearful Doom, Gs ye Curſed 


into everlaſting Fire | prepared for the Devii and his Angels. 


\nd thus, as they were driven away by Death out of this 
orld in their Wickedneſs, ſo ſhall they be driven away 


ö from the Judgmen t-ſeat, driven away from the Preſence 


of God, trom the Face of Jeſus: Chriſt, from Heaven's 
2 from the Company of bleſſed Saints and An- 
| and in all their Sins driven into, everlaſting Burning. 

come now to make ſore * of this Naar of . Text 


2 Doctrine. . 8 


And. is this the Caſe of hs Wicked i in Death . 1 


they thus driven away in the Guilt, Filth, and Power of 
Sin? Are they driven away from all their Comſorts, 


Companions, 
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Companions, Delights, and good Things 3 Are 
driven into Hell, imo endleſs Woe and Miſery ? apa 4 
this informs us, fr, of the fearſul dangerous — 
that every unregenerate Perſon is in, who pur far 
the evil Day, and think not of Deark till it eometh- 
driveth: them away. The Wicked fand im Pippery Placts, 

as the Pſalmilt' ſpeaks, they are brought ins rte ts 
in a Moment, and then how are conſumed with 
s this the Cate of 
the Wicked in Death? T her this informs us what 2 be- 
Sim is, that poor Souls Houls- love it, 
chuſe in, and delight in fe 5 the dreadful 
of it; hey have thofen thety b. Ways, and 
: delighteth in their 1 he, faith 
God, will chooſe their Delgfens, Wai, vi. 3, 4. The 


LE 


| Pleafutes of Sin are but ſhort-lived Pleaſures, they ate dit 


for a Seaſon; as. the Apoſle fich Hes. xi. 25. But the 
End thereof is Death ; the Wages of Sin is Death. If a 
Man live an hundred Years, and yet be in his Sins, 
be unregtnerate, what hath he beers working for? Why 
truly, the Fruit of all his Travel is Death, this is all the 
Wages: he is like to have for his Work, J Tai. bev;''26. 
The Sintier. being an hundred Teers old be acturſed. 
Oh the Folly. of Sinners, to be Slaves to Sin all their 
Days, and have nothing but Death and a Curſt, or an 
accurſed Death for their Pains- Zilly, If this be the Cafe 
of the Wicked in Death, then let not the Godly en 
them, tho” they proſper for a while in this Weng; 75 
they are exalted but for a litth. Time, and are gun 
brought low, and are talen ont of the Way, Job he. * 
The Proſperity of the Wicked | hath fometimes been a 
Snare, and a Stumbling- Block to the Godly. Pfal. bixiif. 
3. I was envious at the Fooliſb whe. I ſors the Proſperity 
the Wicked :| But let the ay take Heed of this 
nare; Fret not thyſelf beea 2 Dori, neither be 
thou' enuious againſt the Wor ＋ of Iniguity, for they fall 
be cut down like the Grafs, and 2505 like ibe green Herb, 
Pſal. xxxvii. 1, 2. Like Sheep they are laid in che Grave, 


Death ſhall feed ſweetly on them, and the 'Upright ſhall 


have Dominion. over them in the Morning. Pfal. xlix. 
14. Wait with Patience a While, O ye Rightems, and 
you ſhall find that better is à little with the ; of the 
Lord, «ven: that little which: à righteous Man hath; than 
* 3 of many Wi ched, Pſal. xvruü. 16. Re- 

member 
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148 but the End of the Ri 
which conſiſts in the Abſence of all Evil. 


che Grace, f God | 
be loch to go to el when we die, but we think, or at 
leaſt: we hope it may be I ime enough yet; we are but 


(15) 
axeember that the Wicked have their good Things in this: 
is Peace, even Peace 


2 mch Prelepor and Enjoyment of all Good. athiy, 


N this the dreadful State of "he Wicked in Death? Then 


r admoniſhed and aded 
hverance ger 


from it; Knowing therefore the Ter- 


res oft N Men, 2 Cor. v. 11. Oh that 


would be perſuaded to think ſeriouſiy on Death, 


ere tter End, and bow terrible it will 


Cie, be driven away in their Wickedneſs, after all the 
Warn raings, Counſels, Means, Mercies, Opportu- 


nities they. have been favoured: with; yet Death cometh, 


and findeth- them in their Sins, and ſo 4 them away, 
and they may then cry out with thoſe in the Prophet, Fer. 


vi. 20. The, Harugſ is. pap, the Summer is ended,. aud 


aus are wat Japed. Ah dreadful Caſe indeed Therefore, 
Deliverance from Sin while the Seaſon laſteth, 
Day wear away, and the Night come wherein. 
no Man, can; work, Hear then, thou wicked, Chriltleſs, | 
grapeleſs one; thou art at pteſent without Hope, but it 


1 Is tek 


may de thou art not paſt; Hope; for the Scripture holds 
out out 2. Gropyd;of lope 6 the chicf of Sinners, upon their 
helieving, repenting, and cloſi 


ed. farſabe bis Way, and the unrigbtecus Man his Thoughts, 


and let him turn unta the Lord, and he will, have. Mercy. 


on him, and ta our Cod for he will ehundantly Sardar, Iſai, 


iv. 6, 7. r ſome 2 Souls will de 
Counſel, and we intend by 


ready to ſay, you. give good 
God, to follow your Advice, for we would 


young, and may have many Years to live, and we would 


willingfy ſee a kttle of the World, and take our Pleaſure 
in it for a while, as the moſt do; and when we come to 
be a little acquainted with the b of the World, and 
have had a lutſe of the Pleaſure of it, when. we get ſettled: 
in the World, and get ſomething before Hand, we han 
have. more Leiſure and better Opportunity to ſerve Gad, 


ta become Religious, to look after Salvation, and co pra, 
vide for Eternity. Well, Souls, Are theſe your Thoughts, . 
are theſe. your Reafonivg 3 ? And will you abide by then? 22 

1 {hall 


Uxning, ng: in with, the 
Lord, Jelus Chrilt.. Therefore, /cek ye the Lord. while be 
nay be faumd, call upon him wohile be is near, let the IVick- 
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(is) 
I ſhall at preſent leave but this Sentence with you; May 
the Lord ſet it home upon your Hearts and awake you 
by it, Ecel. xi. 9. Rejoice, O young Man in thy Youth, 
and let thy Heart chear thee in the Days of thy Touth, 
and walk in the Ways of thine Heart and in the Sight of 
thine Eyes, but know that for all theſe Things God will 
bring thee into Fudgment. If thou wilt venture, Judg- 
ment is before thee, and thou knoweſt not but thou mayft 


be the next that ſhall be called to the Bar: Others there 


are that have ſpent their Youth and the Flower of their 
Days in the Ways of Sin, and yet ſtill they have their 
Excuſes and Delays ; a little more Sleep, a little more 
Slumber, faith one; I muſt look after my Farm, ſaith 
another; I muſt mind my Trade, attend my Shop, and 
ferve and pleaſe my Cuſtomers, ſaith a third. Thus the 
molt have their Excuſes ready; but they are but idle vain 
Pretences ; for the main Cauſe of all this Miſchief, even 
the Neglect of God and his Ways, and of our own eter- 
nal Concernments, is the Want of an Heart, Prov. xvii. 
16. For a Man may ſeek the Lord and ſerve him, he may 
attend the Concerns of his precious Soul, and prepare for 


Death, provide for Eternity, and yet mind his Trade or 


Calling, which divine Providence hath ſet him in, in the 
World ; only the Kingdom of Heaven and the Righteouf- 
neſs thereof ſhould in the firſt and chief Place be ſought. 
after, and other Things in Subordination thereunto. - 
Therefore, once more, let me admoniſh, perſwade, 

„ beſeech you, who are yet in your Sins, to ſeek De- 


ea 
| * A. out of this your ſad Condition; and know this, 


that there is but one Way of Eſcape, and that is by Je- 
ſus Chriſt ; for if you negle& this Remedy, there re- 
maineth no more Sacrifice for Sin; Godwin never ſend 

ſinful Men another Saviour, therefore how ſhall we eſcape 
if we negle& ſo great Salvation? Come, dear Souls, God 
is now on a Throne of Grace; he is now exalting him- 
ſelf in his Diſpenſation of Mercy and Grace in Chriſt 
Jeſus ; and as Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the Wilder- 
neſs, ſo is the Son of Man lified up in the Goſpel, that the 
Ends of the Earth might look unto him and be ſaved, Now 
Teſus Chriſt ſtands forth with open Arms, to receive and 
embrace coming Sinners, yea he hath declared, that him 
that cometh be will in no wiſe caſt cut, John vi. 37. To 
Day then, if you will hear his Voice, he will bring near his 


1 

e and his Salvation hall not tarry. So much 
for the firſt Part of my Text and Doctrine. | 
l come now: to the ſecond Branch; The Righteous hath 
Hope .zn his Death. In ſpeaking to this I ſhall ſhew, 

Hin, Who are the Righteous. _ | 

2dly, What.the Righteous have Hope of in Death. 

3aly, What it is that the Hope of the Righteous is 
founded upon; what are the Grounds and Reaſons of the 
Righteous Man's Hope in Death. 

4thly, Make ſome Uſe of this Part. ” 
Firſt, Who are the Righteous, that in my Text are 
ſaid to have Hope in their Death? And here by the 
Righteous I do underſtand is meant every true Believer, 
every, regenerate Perſon ; theſe are they who in my Text 
are diſtinguiſhed from the Wicked, and their hopeful State 
in Death declared. Theſe are they, who, in Scripture 


Account, are the only Righteous Perſons ; and they come 
under this Denomination, or bear this Character upon a 
threefold Account. | 


Ss > 


a 4 =" IA 7 . 7 A 0 Vn FL © 's - : ” . 1 2 - 
1, The Believer is called Righteous, being ſo made 


and ſo, agcouhted in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made 
Righteouſneſs to him, 1 Cor. i. 30, Fallen Man is under 
an utter Impoſſibility ever to attain, Righteouſneſs by the 
Law or old Covenant, ver by the Deeds of the Law ſhall 


10 Flaſb be juſlified in the Sight of God; the Law con- 
_ cludes all, both Fews and Gentiles under Sin, and con- 


demns all as guilty before God. Carnal Sacrifices cannot 


take away Sin; Thouſands of Rams profit not; moral 
Virtues and Religious Duties come ſhort of that Righte- 


ouſneſs the Law requires; and therefore we all need a bet- 


ter Righteouſneſs than our, own to appear before God in, 


even a perfect Righteouſneſs, whereby the Law, in the 


utmoſt: ſtrictneſs of it, is fulfilled ;. and this Righteouſneſs 
the Believer hath in Chriſt; for. he is the End of the Law 
for Righteouſneſs to every one that belicueth, Rom. x. 4. 
And here, by the Way, give me leave, my Friends, to 
mention a few Words concerning our deceaſed Siſter, 
whoſe Death occaſions this Diſcourſe, tho? it is not my 
uſual Way, on ſuch, Occaſiqps, to ſpend your Time in 
the Encomiums of the Dead, but rather to inſtruct the 
Living: But bear with me a little. This our deceaſed 
Friend hath made an open and public Profeſſion of the 
Name and Ways of Jeſus Chriſt, for many Fears, and 
under this Profeſſion ſhe was a Member of, and walked 


1 in 
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in Communion with this Church, in the Order and Or- 
dinances of the Goſpel ; ſhe was diligent and conſtant in 
attending upon the Lord in the public Ordinances of his 
| Houſe, a circumſpect Walker in the Ways of God, one 
that was careful to adorn the Doctrine of the Grace of 
God, which ſhe profeſſed with a fuitable Converſation ; 
and how like a good Chriſtian, yea as a Mother in . 
ſhe behaved in all thoſe Relations into which by Provi- 
dence ſhe was called, is ſo fully known, that I need not 
ſay any Thing; and my End in mentioning theſe few 
Things, among many that J might have told you in her 
Commendation, is to let you know, that it was not her 
Proſeſſion, nor her Converſation that ſhe truſted to for 
Salvation, but her rejoicing was in Chriſt Fefas 5 to him 
ſhe looked, on him the believed, in him the trufted ; for 
theſe were her Words, when ] viſited her in her laft Sick- 
neſs, I am a poor Creature, ſaid ſhe, But in the Lord have 
1 Righteouſneſs and Strength, The Words you may find 
in Jai. xlv. 24. Surely ſhall one ſay, in the Eord have 1 
Righteouſneſs and Strength. This is that Righteouſnefs of 
God, revealed in the Goſpel, which is given to and put 
upon all that believe, for there is no Difference, Rom. 
iii. 22. This then, in the firft Place, is that, on the Ac- 
count whereof every Believer is called a Righteous Perſon; 
having the perfect everlaſting Righteouſneſs of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt imputed to them, and therefore are they ſaid 
„ r 98699 
24ly, Regenerate Perſons come under this Character of 
being righteous, on the Account of an inheretit Work of 
Grace within them. There is in every true Believer a 
Work, a Principle of Righteoufneſs, even a new Principle, 
= new Nature; it is called a new Creature, it is the Work 
| of the bleſſed Spirit in Regeneration, which ſhall never 
+ bedeſtroyed; it is the Seed of God, which is and doth 
remain in them that are born of God; ſo that it is ſaid 
of them, they do not, they cannot ſin, 1 John iii. 9. 
that is, they do not allow themſelves in Sin, as Paul 
ſaith, Rom. vii. 15. The Regenerate Perſon hateth Sin, it 
| is the Burthen and Vexation of his righteous Soul; he is 
| become dead to Sin, but alive to Rivhiteoifneſs'; he de- 
lighteth in the Law of God after the inward Man. The 
Wicked, the Unregenerate, have wicked Principles in 
them, as hath been before ſhewed ;- and therefore they de- 


light in Wickednefs, it agreeth with their Nature; but 
N 5 2 | | the 
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the Regenerate are changed, old Things are paſt away ; 
and tho' Sin dwelleth in them, in the Strength of Chriſt 
they endeavour the Mortification of it ; they would wil- 
lingly be holy becauſe God is Holy. 

34h, Believers are called Righteous, becauſe they work 
Righteouſneſs, The Grace of God teacheth them to de- 
ny 8 e and to live ſaberly and righteouſly and godly 
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in this preſent evil World, Tit. ii. II, 12. There is a 
Way of Righteouſneſs in which the Believer walketh, yea a 
Work of Righteouſneſs which he doth, 1 John iii. 7, Let 
mo Man deceive you, he that doth Righteouſneſs is Righte- 
ous ; but be that committeth Sin is of the Devil, ver. 8. 
Thus I have ſhewed you who are the Righteous, and in 
what Reſpects they are ſo called; being accounted Righte- 
ous in Chriſt, endowed with a Principle of Righteouſneſs, 
and enabled to perform Righteouſneſs ; by the firſt they 

ſtand righteous before God, by the ſecond they are made 
meet for Communion with, and the Enjoyment of God; 
and by the laft, they ſhew forth Righteouſneſs before An- 

gels, Men and Devils. | 
I come now to the ſecond Head, viz. To ſhew what 
it is the Righteous have Hope of in Death. 80 
1/t, The Righteous have Hope, that Death ſhall not 
hurt them, but turn to their Adyantage. Death cometh 
to the Wicked as a Curſe, as hath been before faid ; but 
not ſo to the Righteous ; Neath as to them hath loſt its 
Sting, and ſe cannot hurt them; when Death cometh to 
the Righteous, and taketh them away, it is from the Evil 
to come, Jai. lvii. 1, Death to the Righteous is ſaid to 
be no each. Prov. xii. 28. In the Way of Righteouſneſs 
is Life, and in the Pathway thereof there is uo Death. 

Death to the Godly is a ſweet Sleep, they ſleep in Jeſus ; 

It is the End of their Warfare, it is the finiſhing of their 

Work; and of them it may well be ſaid, that better 7s 

the Day of their Death than the Day of their Birth, Ecel. 

vii. 1, Death puts an End to their ſinning, and an End 

/ to their ſorrowing ; and this is their Hope, that Death 

' will be their Gain, Phil. i. 21. = | 3 

| | 2dly, The Righteous have Hope, that the Lord will 
not leave them in Death, but that he will take Care of 
their precious Souls. Tho 7 walk through the Valley of the 

| Shadow of Death, ſaid the Pſalmiſt, yet I will fear ns 

. Evil, for thou art with me, Pſal. xxili. 4. It is the Pri- 

vilege of the Righteous to be Og by Death to a more 
a D 2 


full 


G 


full Enjoyment of Jeſus Chriſt, even to be with him where | 


he is, Phil. i. 23. J deſire to depart and to be with Chriſt, 
which is far better. Here then is the Hope of the Righte- 
ous in Death, that the Lord will not leave them in that 
- needful Hour, but that he will be with them, and alſo 
command his Angels, thoſe miniſtring Spirits, to conduct 
their immortal Souls to his Preſence, where they ſhall be- 
hold his Face in Righteouſneſs. Lazarus, the Beggar, 
when he died, was carried by, the Angels into Abraham's 
Boſem, Luke xvi. 22. It is one ſpecial Act of a righteous 
Perſon's Faith, in a dying Hour, to commit a departing 
Soul into the Hands of God, into the Hands of  Jcſus 
Chriſt, and this is a Diſcovery of the Believer's Hope in 
Death, P/al, xxxi. 5. Into thy Hands ] commit my Spi- 
rit, for thou haſt redeemed me, O Lord God of Truth. 
So the Martyr Stephen, in his laſt Moments, Lord Fe- 
ſus receive my Spirit, Acts vii. 59. Oh what a choice 
Act of Faith is this! What a blefſed Hope is this, that 
the Righteous have in Death! An Hope of ſeeing Jeſus, 
of being preſent with the Lord, when once abſent from 
VW 5 8 
Za, The Righteous have Hope in Death of a glorious 
Reſurrection. This is another Thing that the Godly 
have Hope of, even that their Bodies ſhall not be forgot- 
ten in Death, nor loſt in the Grave; but that, at the 
ſecond and glorious appearing of Jeſus Chriſt, they ſhall 
riſe again to a bleſſed Immortality. 1 Thefſ. iv. 16. For 
the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a Shout, 
with the Voice of the Archangel, and with the Trump of 
God, and the Dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſl, ' © 
The Wicked, indeed, ſhall riſe again at the End of 
the World, but it will be to everlaſting Shame and Con- 
tempt, to everlaſting Damnation, but the Righteous unto 
Life eternal. John v. 28, 29. The Hour is coming, 
when-all that are in the Graves ſball hear the Voice of Fe- 
Jus Chriſt, and ſhall come forth, they that have done good 
to the Reſurrection of Life, and they that have done Evil 
o the Reſurrection of Damnation, This then is what the 
Righteous hope for, that as ſure as Jeſus Chriſt was raiſed 
up from the Dead, and in our Nature advanced to Glory, 


ſo ſhall they, by virtue of their Relation to, and Union 
with Chriſt, obtain a glorious Reſurrection; they look, 


they hope, they wait for the Saviour, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt from Heaven, who ſhall change their vile Bodies, 


and 
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and faſhion them like to his own glorious Body, according 
to the working of his mighty Power, whereby he is able 
to ſubdue all Things to himſelf, Phil. iii. 20, 21. Om 
Friends, what a bleſſed Hope is this | + That theſe vile, 
theſe mortal, theſe ſinful Bodies, ſhould be thus raiſed up 
from the Duſt, and be made incorruptible, and clothed 
with Immortality, and made to ſhine as the Sun in the 
Kingdom of their Father! Well might Balaam ſay, 
Let me die the Death of the Righteous, and let my loft 
End be like bis. 
 4thly, The Righteous have Hope in their Death, that 
they ſhall ſee Jeſus Chriſt in his Glory at his Coming. 
It is one Property of a gracious Soul, to love Chriſt now; 
upon that Report that is ſpread abroad of him in the Goſ⸗ 
pel. 1 Pet. i. 8. Mom having not feen ye love. And 
ſometimes he is pleaſed to make ſome gracious: Manifeſta- 
tions of himſelf to the Souls of his People, in a Promiſe, 
in an Ordinz:nce, even ſo as he doth not manifeſt himſelf 
to the World; and this to the Believer is very delightful, 
Song ii. 3, 4. But this is but an imperfect Sight, the 

e calls it, ſeeing through a Glaſs darkly, 1 Cor. xiii. 
| But when he ſhall — they ſhall ſee him as he is, 

1 Jen ili. 2. A gracious Soul now longs and looks for 
the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt, that he may ſee him face 
to face; then will he ſhew them all his Glory, and all 
his Beauty; and whät a lovely Sight will this be to the 
Righteous ? Once, and but once, as I remember, ouf 
Saviour, when on Earth, was pleaſed to grant to his Diſ- 
ciples'a Glimpſe of his Glory i in the Mount, when he was 
transfigured before them, tho' only to ſome of his Diſ- 
ciples, not to all of them; whereupon Peter cries out, it 
is good for us to be here; be was not willing to loſe ſuch 
à Sight as this, Matt. xvii. 1, 2, 3, 4. Fr rom whence 
we may obſerve, that the Lord Jeſus doth not grant to aſl 
his People the ſame Manifeſtation of himſelf in this Life; 
Peter, James and Fohn are thus favoured; but I find no 
more of them admitted to behold ſuch a Diſplay of his 
Glory ; yea, and theſe but once. Let doubting Souls 
remember this; Deſponding Soul, thou mayſt be a true 
Diſciple of Chriſt, tho thou haſt not ſuch Views and Dif- 
coveries of him as ſome others have; he diſtributeth to eve- 
ry Man ſeverally as he will. Neither let ſuch precious 
Souls as do not find ſo much of the Sweetneſs of the Pre- 
Face of Chritt, as in Time paſt they have had, conclude 

therefore, 
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therefore, that his Love is the leſs towards them ; he may 155 
once give them ſuch a Sight of himſelf as they may never Pe; 
find the like again in all their Lives. But yet, O righte- = 
ous Souls, go ye on and hope to the End; yaur Eyes ſball 155 
fee the King in his Beauty, Iſai. xxxiii. 15, 16, 17. * 
The Lord Jeſus hath prayed that his People, even thoſe 1 
whom the Father hath given to him, may be with him ta | of 
behald his Glory, John xvii. 24, When our Saviour left ah 
this World as to his bodily Preſence, how did his Diſciples | che 
look and gaze after him, till they were told by an Angel, 752 


that the ſame Feſus, which they ſaw go up to Heaven, 
ſhould come again? Then they left gazing, they returned 
to Feruſalem, and lived and looked and hoped for his ſe- 
cond Appearing, knowing that then they ſhall never loſe 
Sight of him more.. | | WE 
_ $thly, The Righteous have Hope in their Death, that 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, at his Coming, will remember 
em, own them, and welcome them into his Preſence. 
Firſt, That he will remember them, P/al. cxii. 6. The 
Righteous ſhall be bad in everlaſiing Remembrance; this 
was the Prayer, and doubtleſs the Hope of the penitent 
Thief upon the Croſs, Lord remember me when thou comeſ# 
into thy Kingdom, But in what Reſpects will Jeſus Chriſt 
remember the Righteous at his Coming? I/, He will 
remember their Perſons ; that they are the very Perſons 
who were given to him by the Father; that they are 
he Perſons whom he went to redeem, and for whom he 
ned his Blood; whoſe Sins he bare, and who were the 
Travel of his Soul; that they are the Perfons, whom, at 
ſuch à Time, he called out of ſuch a Family to Faith in 
himſelf, and to a Participation of all the Bleflings and 
Benefits of his Mediation. Iſai. xliii. 1. Fear not, for 
4 laue redeemed thee, I have called thee by thh Name, 


* , 


thay art mine, ſaith he, 5 5 
24), He will remember what they have done for him, 
when they were in the World. I was an hungred, and 
ze gaue me Meat, thirſty, and ye gave me Drink, &c. 
Matt. xxv. 35, 36. He is net unrighteous to forget their 
Wark and Labour of Love, which they have ſhewed to his 


Name. Heb. vi. 10. He will remember. their Graces, 1 
their Duties, all the Acts and Fruits of their Love to him. wu 
Jer. ii. 2. J remember thee, the Kindneſs of thy Huth, m 
zhe Love of thine Eſpouſals, when thou wenteſt after me in 10 


the Wilderneſs, in; a Land not ſorun. _ 
| 1 : 3dly, 
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Zaly, He will remember their Afflictions, Temptations, 
Perfecutions, which they have endured for his Names ſake, 
and will requite them good for the ſame. I Cor. iv, 17. 
For our light Afflition, which is but for a Moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal Weight 
of Glory. „ n 

" 2dly, The Righteous have Hope that Jeſus Chriſt will 
alſo own them at the laſt Day, when he ſhall diſown all 
the World beſides, they fhall be mine, faith the Lord, in 


that Day when I make up my Jewels, Mal. iii. 17. Here, 


in this World, the Righteous own Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Cauſe, and therefore the World hates them, rejects them, 
and caſts them out; they are accounted as the Off. ſoour- 
ing of all Things, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks; and ſometimes 
the Lord ſeemeth as if he did not 
had forgotten them and rejected them; but yet there is 
Hope for the Righteous' in Death, that the Lord Jeſus 
will own them at his Coming, that he will then account 
them his Jewels, that he will acknowledge them before 
the Father, and in the Preſence of all the holy Angels. 
Rev. ili. 5. Speaking ef him that overcometh, ſaith Jeſus 


Chriſt, I wil! confeſs his Name before my Father, and be- 


fore his Angels; read allo Matt. x. 32. Luke xii, 8. Oh 
what a bleſſed Hope is this? What Matter of Joy will 


this be to the Righteous? When all profane Sinners ſhall 


be rejected by Jeſus Ohrift ; and formal Profeſſors, who 
notwithſtanding all their Profeſſion, are yet far from that 
Righteouſneſs I have deſcribed, ſhall be told by Jeſus 
Chriſt, in the Preſence 'of all the holy Angels, that he 
doth not know them. Then for Jeſus Chriſt to own the 
Righteous as his Brethren, as his Spouſe, as his Body, as 
his Fulnefs, as Fellow-Heirs with him of all the Good 
and Glory of Heaven; this will be to them a ſweet Re- 
freſhing. Who would not wiſh to be one of that happy 
Number? Then, faith the Prophet, ſball ye return and 
diſcern betiueen the Rip hteous and the Wicked, between him 
that ſerveth Ged and bim that ſerveth him not, Mal. iii. 
18. Again, the Righteous have hope that Jeſus Chriſt 
at his Coming will welcome them into his Preſence, and 
a joyful Welcome will it be to them. John xvi. 22. 1 
will ſee you again, and your Heart ſhall rejoice. Come, 
my Beloved, may we conceive Chrift ſaying to them, I 
rejoice to ſee you; my Deſires have ever been towards you, 
tho' T have been abſent from you, and now you are come 


J have 


regard them, as if he 
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| 1 have whit I deſired; now you ſhall dwell with me for 
ever; for him that. me will I make a Pillar in the 
Temple of my. God, and he ſhall go no more out. Rev, iii. 
12. Therefore, come ye bleſſed. N my Father, inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for | 
Gthly, and laſth, 2 Righteous have Hope in | Death 
of a bleſſed Immortality; Hope of eternal. Life. This 
is what they have been-ſeeking and had their Eye, upon 
while they lived, and this is what they have Hope of when 
they die. Rom. ii. 7. To them, who ly patient Continu- 
ance in well-doing, ſeek for Glory and Honour and Immortali- 
ty, he will render eternal Life. Hence Believers can 
ſometimes rejoice in Hope of the Glory of God; and this 
Hope maketh them that they are not aſhamed, either in 
Life or: Death, Rom: v. 2, 5. It is the. Poſſeſſion of 
Heaven, the Fruition of God, the Abſence of all Evil, 
the Enjoyment of all deſirable Good, even a whole Hea- 
ven of Bliſs and Glory, and that for ever and ever, that 
the Righteous hope for, and Death itſelf cannot deprive,or 
diſappoint them of this their Hope. 7/hen a wicked Man 
dieth there is an End of his Hope, bis Expectation ſhall 
periſh, Prov. xi. 7. Yea his Hope ſhall be as the giving up of 
the. Ghoſt ; but it is not ſo with the Righteous; for there 
is Hope in their End ; the Hope of the 7 150 Glad- 
neſs, Prov. x. 28. And ſo they will find it, when they 
come to Heaven; when they come to the Poſſeſſion and 
Fruition of all that Good and Grace and Glory which 
they have hoped for; when all Tears ſhall be wi iped from 
their Eyes; when they ' ſhall fin no more, and ſorrow no 
more, ſuffer no more, be tempted no more; but their 
Habitation' ſhall be above, with God the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, bleſſed Angels their Companions, and 
Joy and Praiſe their delightful Work to all Eternity. 
Zaly, Proceed we now to conſider what it is that the Hope 
of the Righfeous i is founded upon. What are the Grounds 
and Reaſons of the righteous . Man's Hope in Death? 
There are three Things, eſpecially, on which the Hope of 
the Righteous in Death is founded. 
s 1/t, What Jeſus Chriſt hath done, and is doing for 
OEM 
. 2dly, What the Sp irit of God hath done in * why 
Zaly, The Promiſe which - God the Father hath made 
to. them. 


Perhaps it may be thought by ſome, that this laſt ſhould 
| have 
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have been: firſt; that I hould have: laid the Father's Pro- 
miſe as the firſt Ground of the Hope of the Righteous 3 
but when I conſidered, that a Perſon muſt firſt know and 
believe ſomething of what Chriſt hath done for him, and 
alſo experience ſomething of the gracious Work of the 
Spitit of God in him, before he can apply the Promiſe of 
eternal Life to himſelf, I choſe to place it in this Order; 
for a Man without Chriſt is a Stranger from the 8 
nants of Promiſe, and alſo without any good Hope of Sal- 
vation, Eph, ii. 12. 

But to proceed, 1t, The Hope of the Righteous i is 


founded on Chriſt, and what he hath done and is yet do- 


ing for them. 1 Tim. i. 1. And the Lord Feſus Chriſt; 
which is our Hope; and the Apoſtle to the Corinthians 
faith, 1 Cor. xv. 19. F in this Life only we have Hope in 
Chrift, we are of all. Men moſt miſerable ; from whence it 
is evident, that the Hope of the Righteous is bottomed on 
Chriſt, and that it reaches beyond this Life, even to Eter- 
nity ; they have Hope in Death. Now here we have a 


large Field to walk in, fhould I enlarge on all theſe 


Things, wherein the Hope of the Righteous is founded 
on Chriſt ; but I ſhall be brief, and only name a few 
Things. 8 

\ Firſt, The . Hope of the Righteous is founded on the 
Perſon of Chriſt as God-Man ; as ſuch he is called the 
Hope of Iſrael, Fer. xiy. 8. Adds xxviii. 20. 

24ly, On Chriſt in his Sufferings and Death, in that 
he bach by his Death and Bloodſhed made Peace for Sin- 
ners, Enemies; he hath been made Sin and a Curſe, 
and hath obtained eternal Redemption; and therefore, 
Jet Iſrael hope in the Lord, for with the Lord there is Mercy, 
and with him there is plenteous Redemption, Pfal. cxxx. 7. 

3aly, The Hope of the Righteous is founded on Chriſt 
in his Righteouſneſs, in his perfect Conformity to the 
whole Law, whereby he is become the End 0» 15 the Lato 
for Righteouſneſs, to every one that believeth, Rom. x. 4. 
2 . — ſurely ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have I 

Righteouſneſs and Strength. . 

8 he a Man's Hope is founded on Chriſt 
ip his Reſurrection, 1 Pet. i, 3. Bleſſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath begatten us 4 
gain to a lively Hope by the Reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt 


| from the Dead... 


Shy The Vietry of Chriſt over Sin, Death, * 


U 
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all the Powers of Darkneſs, and all Enemies whatſoe ver, 
is another Ground of the Hope of the Righteous in Death. 
Our Jeſus hath ſpoiled Principalities and Powers, he hath 
led Captivity captive, he hath got the Keys of Hell and 
Death; and therefore, O Death where is thy Sting? O 
Grave where is thy Victory? ſaith the Believer, in a Way 
of Exuitation before hand-; r we are more than Conquer- 
ors, through him that lyved us, 1 Cor. xv. 55, 56, 57. 
-.6tbly, Chrift's Aſcenſion and Exaltation at the Father's 
Right-Hand, is another Ground of the Hope of the Righ- 
teous in Death; Chriſt is gone to Glory in our Nature, 
he is entered as our Fore- runner within the Vail, and there 
he is accept:d and highly honoured; and Hope, as the 
Anchor of the Soul, entereth in alſo after him, and taketh 
a ſure and ftedfaſt Hold of him; and by this the Righte- 
ous is ſtaid in the Storm of Death, Heb. vi. 18, 19, 20. 
7thly, Chriſt's Interceſſion is another Ground of the 
Hope of the Righteous in Death. Heb. vii. 25. He is 
able to * to the utter miaſt all that come to God by him, 
feeing be ever liveth to make Interceſſion for them ; O ye 
righteous Ones, ſhould any Fears of miſcarrying at laſt 
oppreſs your Minds, break your Peace in -a dying Hour, 
here is your Relief, here is your Ground of Hope and 
Comfort. Mbo is he that condemneth 2 It is Chriſt that 
died, yea rather that is riſen again, and is at the Right- 
Hand of Cod, who alſo maketh Interceſſion for us. Rom. 
viii. 34. He that now Reeps the Righteous from falling, 
7s able alſo to preſent them faultleſs before the Throne of his 
Glory with exceeding Foy. | | 125 
Laſtly, The Hope of the Righteous in Death is found- 
ed on Chriſt in their Union with him; every Believer is 
inſeparably united to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, joined in an 
everlaſting _—_ unto him ; Death cannot break this Uni- 
on, for when they fleep, they ſleep in Feſus, 1 Theſſ. iv. 14. 
The Righteous 2 15 Cie both — and dying, end 
Chrift is in them as a fure Ground of their Hope of Glory, 
Coloſ. i. 17. Thus I have named a few Things, whete- 
in the Hope of the Righteous in Death is bottomed on 
Chriſt ; and truly, as the Prophet ſaith, in vain is Salva- 
tion hoped for from the - Hills, or from the Multirude of 
Mountains; for in the Lord our Gd is the Salvation of 
Iſrael, er. iii. 8 i 6 
But I proceed, 24/y, The Hope of the Righteous in 
Death is grounded upon what the Spirit of God hath 
rn Shs done 
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done in them; for this ſee Wai... xxvi. 12. Lord thou-wilt 
ordain Peace for us, for thou haſt wrought all our Warks 
in us. The Hope of the Righteous, that Peace will be 
their Lot at laſt, is the Experience they have of the Work 
of the Lord in them here. So Paul expreſſes a great deal 
of Hope and Confidence, as to his future State, how it 
would fare with him after Death, 2 Cor. v. 1. 2. If the 
earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle were difſolved, we have, 
faith he, an Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the 
Heavens; yea he was confident, if he were but al ſent 


from the Body, he ſhould be preſent with the Lord. 


Now what was the Ground of his Hope and Confidence, 
that it ſhould be ſo well with him after Death? Why, it 
was this, ver. 5. He that hath wrought us for the je!f- 
ſame Thing is God, who alſo hath given unto us the Ear- 
'neft of the Spirit; it was an Experience of the in- being of 
the Spirit, of the inward Work of the Spirit in Regene- 
ration, and his progreſſive Work in Sanctification, that 
was the Ground of his Hope 

_ Firſt, Becauſe the Work of Grace being once begun, 
can never be deſtroyed, Phil. i. 6. Being confident of this 
very Thing, that he which hath begun a good Wark in Jau, 
will per farm it to the Day of 90 us Chriſt. 

24ly, In this Work of the Spirit lies 5 Saint's Meet- 
neſs. for Glory ; tho” the Work of Grace within be no 
Part of our eſtification before God, yet it is our Prepara- 
tion, or that wherein conſiſts our Meetneſs for the En: 


joyment of God; for without Holineſs none ſhall ſee Cod; 


wnleſs 4 Man be born of Water and of the Spirit, he can- 
not enter into the Kingdom of Ged, John 1ii. v. This is 
that Seed of God in the Regenerate, which remaineth, /a 
that they cannot ſin unto Death, or fall away ſo as to pe- 
riſb, 1 John iii. 9. This then is a Ground of Hope, that 
the Lord will not forſake this excellent Work of his own 
Hands: Again, the Spirit of God maketh many gracious 
Diſcoveries unto the Souls of the Righteous ; he revealeth 
Chriſt in them, he applieth Chriſt to them, be maketh 
known the Father's Love to them, he cometh as a Com- 


forter, and bripgeth Peace to them; inſomuch that they 


5 abound in Hope through the Power of the Ho- 
Ghoſt, Rom. xv. 13. It is one Work of the Holy 
—— to take of the Things of the Father and the 

Things of the Son, and ſhew them to his People; and 


whata Ground of Hope is mm for the Righteous ? When 
| the 


, 


28) 
the Spirit comes in with the Manifeſtation of the Father's 
Love, Grace and Kindneſs to the Soul; when he brings 
in Chriſt with all his Sweetneſs, Fulneſs, Suitableneſs, and 
preſents all to the Soul as its own, as ſometimes he doth ; 
ſo that the Soul can ſay, this God is my God for ever 
and ever, this Jeſus is my Saviour, he hath loved me, 
and he gave himſelf for me ; what is this but the Witneſs, 
the Earneſt, the ſealing of the Spirit, of which the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, whereby the Righteous are ſeated unto the Day of 
Redemption? Hence a gracious Soul doth encourage it- 
ſelf to hope, as Manoah's Wife did her Husband, Judges 
xiii. 23. 1f the Lord were pleaſed to hill us, he would not 
have told nor ſhewed us ſuch Things as theſe. The Pſal- 


miſt, in P/al. Ixxi. F. tells the Lord, he had been his 
Hape and his Truft from his Youth ; and the Reaſon was, 


becauſe he had experienced, that the Lord had holden him 
from the Womb, ver. 6. and that he had alſo taught him 
from his Youth, ver. 17. and therefore reſolves, that he 
will hope continually, ver. 14. As if he ſhould ſay, Lord, 
T have had ſuch large Experience of thy Power, Goodneſs 


and Mercy; ſuch Experience of what thou haſt done for 


me, and alſo done in me, that tho? I ſee great and ſore 
Troubles, tho' Strength faileth, and old Age cometh up- 
on me, yet I will not let go my Hold of thee, but will 


hope continually that thou wilt bring me up again from 


the Depths of the Earth; that thou wilt increaſe my 
Greatneſs, and comfort me on every Side, ver. 20, 21. 


Thus paſt and alſo preſent Experiences are a Ground of 


Hope of future Mercies. | | 

But 3dly, The Hope of the Righteous in Death is 
grounded upon the Promiſes, which God the Father hath 
made to them, Tit. i. 2. In Hope of eternal Life, which 
God, that cannot lie, promiſed before the World began. 


Obſerve, here is, fir/?, The Object of Hope, or that 


ec © 


which the Righteous hope for, and that is eternal Life. 
24h, The Ground of this Hope, and that is the Pro- 
miſe of God. 6 , | E : 5 >! : At p 
Zaly, Here is the Certainty of the Performance of the 
Promiſe the Truth of God, it is God that cannot lie; 
who made 'the Promiſe, FOE 2 OOO Se, 
' 4thly, When the Promiſe was made, and that was be- 
fore the World began. V 7; 


But then 5thly, To whom was this Promiſe made? 1 


conclude-it was made to Jeſus Chriſt, as the Head and 


rer 
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Surety of the Elect of God, and to them in him, that 
is to ſay, it was made to Jeſus Chriſt for them, and in 
their Behalf. FFF ay 
Then 6thly, How this Promiſe came to be known, and 
that is by the Goſpel, as in the following Words, wer. 3. 
But in due Time manifeſted his Word through Preaching 
that Word, that true and faithful Word of Promiſe, made 
and paſſed in Heaven by the Father unto nv Chriſt, is 
now publiſhed in the Goſpel, it is made known through 
Preaching, This Promiſe contains in it all that Grace 
given us in Chriſt Jeſus, before the World began, but 
now is made manifeſt by the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who hath brought Life and Immortality to Light by the 
Goſpel, 2 Tm. i. 8, 9. | 
But here two Queſtions may ariſe ; 1/7, Where doth it 
appear, or where is it manifeſt in the Goſpel, that God 
the Father did from eyerlaſting make ſuch a Promiſe of 


t 
eternal Life to Jeſus Chriſt ? | 
2dly, How this Promiſe thus made manifeft through 
Preaching, is or can be a Ground of Hope to the Righte- 
ous in Death? 
To the fr/t J anſwer, that God did make ſuch a Pro- 
miſe, ſo long ago as before the World began, is affirmed 
in this Place, Tit. i. 2. And that it was made to Jeſus 
Chriſt, I think, cannot well be denied, ſeeing it was made 
before Man had any actual Exiſtence, and not to Jeſus 
Chriſt for himſelf alone, but to him, for and in Behalf of 
all his Members, all that the Father had choſen in him 
and given to him, For tho' the Wages of Sin is Death, 
that is our juſt Due, it is what we have all earned and 
deſerved, yet the Gift of Ged is eternal Life, through Fe- 


ſus Chrift our Lord, Rom. vi. 23. My Brethren, God 


the Father hath given ſome of Adam's Race to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and he hath made a Deed of Gift to them of eter- 
nal Life, and he hath made it over to Jeſus Chriſt by 
Promiſe, by Covenant. 2 Tim. i. 1. Paul, an Apoſtle 
of Feſus Chriſt, by the Will of God, according to the Pro- 
miſe of Life which is in Chriſt Feſus, —Pray obſerve, here 
is a Promiſe of Life in Chriſt Jeſus, it is in the Hands of 
Chriſt, he hath it in keeping, it is made to him, and he 
will have it publiſhed; Paul is his Meſſenger, his Apoſtle 
to preach, to proclaim it to the World; that Men might 
know it, believe it, and look after it, Rom. xvi. 25, 26. 
When our Saviour was upon Earth, how did he blame, 


* 
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yea reprove the ſtubborn unbelieving Jerus? Ye will. noi 
come unto me that ye might have Life, John v. 40. And 
when many of his Hearers forſook him, becauſe they could 
nat reliſh his Doctrine, he asks his Diſciples, F they alſo 
zuould go away ? Peter, in Behalf of them all, anſwers, 
Lord, to whom ſhould we go? Thou haſt the Words of eter- 
nal Life, John vi. 68. Now, by the Words of eternal 
L:fe, which in this Place Peter confeſſeth Chriſt to have, 
I do underſtand is meant, 1/7, The Promiſe of eternal 
Life made to him by th Tather ; as if he ſhould have 


faid, Lord we know, tha, 's it hath been the Father's 


200d Pleaſure to make and g ve forth a Promiſe of eternal 
ife, thou haſt it in Keeping; it was made to thee, and 
put into thy Hands, that it might be ſafe and ſure to all 


And 2dly, The Doctrine of eternal Life which Chriſt 


preached may be alſo here intended; for, as was before 


obſerved, he brought Life and Immortality to Light by the 
Goſpel. Now, Lord, to whom ſhould we go, ſeeing 
thou haſt received the Promiſe of eternal Life from the 
Father, and haſt brought it down from Heaven in thy 
Hand, and haſt ſhewed it to us, haſt manifeſted this Word 
by preaching to us? Therefore, tho* others forſake thee, 
yet will not we, for whoſo findeth thee findeth Life, but 


they that hate thee love Death. This, this, my Friends, 


is a previous Truth, full of much Sweetneſs, that the 
Father had given to Jeſus Chriſt the Promiſe of eternal 
Life. How full is the Scripture of this Truth? All the 
Covenant TranſaRions, between the Father and the Son 
ſpeak this to us; All the Undertakings and Actings of 
Jeſus Chriſt, as our Surety, .. hold out this Truth in its 
Glory before our Eyes. He was ordained by the Father, 
to be his Salvation to the Ends of the Earth, that he 
' might ſay to the Priſoners, go forth, and ta them that fit in 
Darkneſs, ſbeiu yourſelves, Iſai. xlix. 6, 9, 10. Fallen 
Man was held under the Law, as a Priſoner condemned 
to die; but Jeſus. Chriſt having received ſuch a Promiſe, 
comes and proclaims Liberty to the Captives, and opens 
the Priſons to them that are bound. This, my Beloved, 
is the Sum of the Goſpel, the great Argument, the Mar- 
row and Sweetneſs of the Goſpel is to be found here, even 
in the Promiſe of eternal Life, made by the Father from 
everlaſting to Jeſus Chriſt ; for now, tho' Sin hath reign- 
ed unto Death, yet ſhall Grace reign through Righteouſ- 


” no 
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_ unto eternal Life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Rojt. 

31. Much might be ſaid on this Head, but Time 
would fail me, May we lay hold on eternal Life, thus 
ſet before us in this Promiſe of Lite, made by the Father 
to Jeſus Chriſt ; and then will our Hope be both ſure and 
ſtedfaſt in a dying Day. 


I T-proceed in Anſwer to the ſecond Queſtion; to ſhew 


how this Promiſe, made by the Father from everlaſting, 


to Jeſus Chriſt, and manifeſted i in Time, is a Ground of 


Hope to the Righteous iin D-. 
And 1/, Obſerve this . thus made to Jeſus 
Chriſt, is the great fundamental Promiſe; it is, as I ma 


ſay, the Fountain-Promiſe, from whence all the reſt are 


derived; all new Covenant Promiſes, of which there are 
very many exceeding great and precious ones to be met 
with, both in the old and new Teſtament, are but this 
one Promiſe branched forth; ; they are but as ſo many 


Declarations of it; for in that Promiſe is contained not on- 


ly the Poſleflion of eternal Life, but alſo all neceſſa 
Ways and Means to bring us to it. It comprehends alt 
the Love and Good- will of the Father, alſo the whole of 


our Redemption by Chriſt, together with the whole Work 


of the bleſſed Spirit in Regeneration and Sanctification; 


yea what ſhall I ſay more? For both Grace and Glory 
are ſummed up in this firſt Promiſe made to Jeſus Chriſt, - 


and all that wonderful Variety of Promiſes diſperſed abroad 


in the written Word, are but fo many Explications there- 


of; that ſo the People of God, in their ſeveral Ages, and 


under all their various Circumſtances, might find ſome- 
thing in the Promiſe ſuited to their Condition. In this 


Reſpect then is the Hope of the Righteous in Death found- 
ed on the Promiſe of the F athcr, made to them; for 


whatever particular Promiſe a gracious Soul doth build his 
Hope of eternal Liſe upon, yet it hangs upon, it centers 


in this firſt Promiſe made by the Father to Jeſus Chriſt, 


in whom all the Promiſes of God to his People are yea and 


in him Amen, 2 Cor. 1. 20. 

2dly, The Hope of the Righteous is founded on the 
Promiſe, in regard that it is free to us in Chriſt, Were 
there any Work to be done by us, any Condition to be 
performed by us, to give us a Right to the Promiſe, we 
ſhould find no ſolid Ground of Hope in it; but it is alto- 
gether free, as the Promiſe was firſt made to Chriſt ; ſo 
whatever Conditions were required in it, he undertock to 
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perform ; for he became Surety of that better Teſtament, Þ 1 
that better Covenant, which is eſtabliſhed upon better FI clude 
Promiſes than the old Covenant was, even free Promiſes ; I that 
and upon this Ground. the Righteous have a better Hope, any! 
Heb. vii. 19. The Law requireth Conditions} it ſaith, ÞÞ 12 7 
do this and live; but the Law cannot give us Life, ſeeing that 
we cannot do what it requireth of us; but the Promiſe is * 
free to us in Chriſt; becauſe he hath performed all that be n 
was required; and ſo the Law hath nothing to do, to in- 
termeddle here, or to diſannul the Promiſe; Gal. iii. 17. 
And this, I fay, that the Covenant, which was confirm- 
ed before of God in Chriſt, the Law, which was four 
hundred and thirty Years after; cannot diſannu. 
- . 34ly, The Hope of the Righteous in Death is founded 
upon the Promiſe thus made to Chriſt, in regard of the 
Faithfulneſs of the Promiſer ; it is God, that cannot lye, 
who made the Promiſe, and therefore it is ſure, it cannot 
fail of Performance; the Veracity of God is engaged to 
make it good. Heb. x. 23. Let us hold faſt the Prafeſ= ; 
Jon of our Faith without wavering, for he is faithful that 
bath promiſed. The Promiſes of God are the Reſult of 
his everlaſting Purpoſes ; and as his Purpoſes are immutable, 


ſo his Promiſes are irreverſible, Pſal. lxxxix. 28, 29; 


etern. 


The Promiſe runs thus; My Mercy will I keep for him for Sn b 
evermare, and my Covenant ſhall ſtand faſt with him, bis . I 
Seed alſo will I make to endure for ever. This him is nay 
Chriſt, ſhadowed out by David; and this Seed is the FJ | 
| Righteous ; and. tho' they, through Frailty, keep not z, 15 
God's Commandments, yet God will keep his Promiſe 825 
made to Jeſus Chriſt, and to them in him; for he will F' LP 

not alter the Thing or Word that is gone out of his Me 
Mouth, Verſes 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35. Here was Da, py 7 
vid's Hope and Comfort at Death, He hath made with l 2 
me an everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all Things and ſure, \ © wa 
this is all my Salvation and all my Deſire, 2 Sam. xxiil. 2 we " 
5. Hence promifed Mercies are called the ſure Mercies hes ; 
of David. 5 | at ami a J 

Y 4thly, The Hope of the Righteous in Death is founded ha 15 
on the Promiſe of eternal Life made to Jeſus Chriſt, be- — 
cauſe he is impowered by the Father to ſee it performed, p 
fulfilled to all concerned in it. John xvil. 2. As thou ha/t = 
given him Power over all Fleſh, that he ſhould give eternal Y 
Life to as many as thou haſt given him. Theſe are the We 
Words of Chriſt to the Father; and henee obſerve, thaſ Wo. 


11 


all that were given to Chriſt by the Father, were in- 
cluded in the Promiſe of eternal Life made to him; and 
7 that it lieth upon him, to ſee that none of them be, by 
any Means, deprived, diſinherited of it. And to this End 
he is furniſhed with ſuffcient Power from the Father, 
that he may bring them all ſafe to the Poſſeſſion of it; 
and therefore Jeſus Chrift engages that the Promiſe ſhall 
de made good, 


John x. 27, 28. My Sheet & hear my Voice, 
and I know them, and they follow me, and I give unto them 


eternal Life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 
'J pluck them out of my Hand. Here then is the Hope of the 
3 Righteous founded; 
Confidence, for it hath great Recompence of Reward, 


let them not caſt away this their 


5thly and la/tly, the Hope of the Rightcous is founded. 


on the Father's Promiſe made to Chriſt, in regard of their 
Relation to him, their Intereſt in him, Gal. iii. 29. And 
! if ye be Chriſt'e, then are ye Abraham's Seed, and Heirs 
according to the Premiſe. After all that hath Leen ſaid, 
if this Ground of Hope be wanting, what will. bechne 
olf us in a dying Hour? For if no Chriſt, no Hope; if 
no Chriſt, no Promiſe to be claimed by us. 1 Jehn v. 
.. And this is the Record that God hath given to us 


eternal Life, and this Life is in his Son; be that hath the 
Son hath” , and he that hath not the Son of God, hath 
not Life, But here is the Hope of. the Righteous, they | 


: have received Chriſt, they have believed oa Chriſt, they 


have fled de CHI, they have laid hold on eternal Life 


3 in Chriſt. ef pore v. 20. Wie know that the Sen of God 1; 


come, and bat given us an Underſtanding to foto him © 
that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt ; this is the true God and eternal Life. 
And Feſus Chriſt hath given them Power to b.cime the 
Sons of God; and if Sons then. Heirs with C brift, , that 
eternal Life with the Father promiſed to him; fo that 
they m take the Promiſe to themſelves, and fay with 
the Apoll, i Fobn ii. 25, This is the Promiſe which he 
"i romiſed a eternal Life. SO much for the Doetrt- 

nal Fart. ä 
I come now to the Uſe that is to be made of this lai 
Part of my Text and Doctrine. 
I, Have the Righteous Hope in Death? From hence 
we learn, who are the only happy People in the World, 
namely the Righteous; for when the Hope of all the 
World 5 periſn, yea vaniſh away as 2 Dream 3 then 
F ſnall 
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Gall their Hope abide. The profane Worldling, and 
alſo the carnal Chriſtian, the falſe Profeſſor have their 
Hopes, and many of them are very confident that their 
State is good, that it ſhall go well with them at laſt; 
that God will receive them to his Mercy at Death. But 
this their Hope is but like a Spider's Web, it is but a 
Deluſion, a cunning Devil and a deceitful Heart beguile 
them ; for what is the Hope of the Hypocrite, when 
God taketh away his Soul? What is it? Why then it 
will be found to be a Miſtake, that can never be reme- 


died, The Hope of the Wicked, of the Unregenetate 


cannot endure, becaufe it wants a good Bottom; it is 
built upon the Sand, and therefore, the“ he lean upon it it 
Hall not fland, ths” he hold it faſt it fhatl not endure, 
Job viii. 14, 15. What a fooliſh Man were he, that 


| ſhould build an Houſe upon an Heap of Sand? which, 
the firſt Flood that comes, will carry all away, and then 


down comes his Houfe, his Labour is all loſt, and him- 
ſelf periſheth in the Ruins of it. Why, ſuch fooliſh 
Builders are all they, who found their Hart of Salvation 
on any other Bottom than Chriſt, Grace and the Promiſe, 
as hath been ſhewed. They, and they only are ſafe, they 
only.are happy, whoſe Names. are bottomed here ; this is 
the Hope of the Righteous, this is their ſure Anchor-hoJd 
in Death; when the Expectation of all others will fail 
them, 'and their Hope will be as the Giving up of the 
Ghoſt. The Righteous then are the only happy People, 
for bleſſed are they that die in the Lord, | 


_ 2dly, Have the Righteous Hope in their Death ? Let us 
every, one be admoniſhed to examine ourſelves, and ſearch 
into our own Souls, and labour to be acquainted with our 


own. State; to which Company we belong, whether to 


the Wicked or the Righteous; for to one of theſe two 


Societies we appertain; we are either Believers or Unbe- 
lievers, Regenerate or Unregenerate ; and amongſt one of 
theſe two Companies ſhall we have our Lot for ever. 
Then, as the Apoſtle faith, examine yourſebves, whether 


ye be in_the Faith or no; knaw ye not yaur own ſelves ? 


What, as if he ſhould ſay, are ye Strangers to yourſelves? 
Do you take no Care to know your own. State, and how 
it is between God and your own Souls ? Why then, as if 


he ſhould fay, I will tell you how it is; either Chriſt 
Jeſus is in you, or elſe ye are Reprobates, 2 Cor. xii. 3. 


me then, dear Souls, prove your own ſelves; do ye 
ET Y 2 4 
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now believe? What think ye of Chriſt? Have ye fled to 


him, taken him for your Righteouſneſs ; renounced all 

our own ' Righteouſneſs, and counted it but Loſs and 
Heap for Chriſt ? Do you reſt upon him alone for Ac- 
ceptance with God, and believe that by him you are ju- 
ſtified from all Things, from which you could not be ju- 


ſtified by the Law of Moſes ? In a Word, have you left 


all for Chriſt, and have you found all in Chriſt? So that 
you have ſome Ground to ſay, as our deceaſed Siſter did 
upon her dying Bed, in the Lord have 1 Righteouſneſs 
and - Strength. Again, examine, art thou Righteous ? 


HFaſt thou a Principle of Righteouſneſs within? What hath 


the Spirit of God done in thee ? Is there a Work of God 
within, that doth anſwer to his Word without ? Is the 
L.aw written in thy Heart? But ſome Men will ſay, 
What is this Writing of the Law in my Heart? Or how 
ſhall I know when the Law is written in my Heart? I 
anſwer, it is 'the Work of the Spirit of God, framing 
the Heart to Righteouſneſs, to Obedience, to Holineſs ; 
for, as I faid before, the Work within anſwers to the 
Word without. The Law faith, Love the Lord thy God; 
the Spirit works a Principle of Love. The Law com- 


mandeth Holineſs, the Spirit implants a Principle of Ho- 


lineſs in the Heart; he frameth the Heart to Holineſs ; it 
is the Deſire of a renewed Soul to be holy, and to walk. 
in Newneſs of Life, 1 John iii. 3. Every Man that hath 
this Hope in him, purtfieth himfelf\ even as be. is pure. 
Hence, tho' the Righteous cannot fulfil the Law, neither. 
do they ſeek for Juſtification. by it, yet they ſee an Ex- 


. celleney in it, ſee it to be holy, juſt and good; they can 


love it and delight in it, after the inner Man, as the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks, Rom. vii. 12. 22. Let us try ourſelves ; is 
there an inward Change, a Work of Regeneration? Is 


Chriſt formed in us? And then again, Do we do Righ- 


teouſneſs? Are we acted by ſuch a Principle? Is Righte- 
ouſneſs'our Way and Work? Doth the Grace of God 
teach us, and have we learned to deny all Ungodlineſs and 
worldly' Lufts, and to live yy and righteoufly and god- 
ly in this preſent evil World? Then are we of the Num- 
der of the Righteous, and may look and long for that 
bleſſed Hope and glorious appearing of the great God, 


and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Tit. ii, 12, 13. Then 
may we have everlaſting Conſolation and good Hope, thro” 


Grace, in an Hour of Diſſolution. Again, let us exa- 
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mine our Hope, what it is bottomed on; Is it on Chriſt ? 


In his Perfon, Undertaking and Acting for us? Is it what 


the Spirit of God hath wrought in us? Is it on the Pro- 
miſe, as made to Chriſt, and derived to us through him? 
Let us be awakened to this Work of Self-Examination, 
that we may be able and ready to give an Anſwer to eve- 


ry one that asketh of us a Reaſon of our Hope, with 


Meekneſs and Fear, 1 Pez. iii. 15. 


34ly, Have the Righteous Hope in Death? T hen this 
may ſerve to encourage the Godly, and to comfort them 


under all their Trials, Sorrows, Afflictions and Perſceu- 
tions, which they meet with in this World, The World 


is an evil Place for the Godly to be in, for here they ſhall 


have Tribulation; here are Snares on every Hand, 

Temptations on every Side; the World either flattering 
or frowning ; the Wicked oppreſs and vex the Righte- 
ous ; Satan rages, Afflictions come rolling in upon them. 
And all, even the beſt that cometh of worldly Good, is 
mere Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. Laughter is Mad- 
neſs, and as fir Mirth, what doth it  Eecl, ii. 2. Ay! 
what doth it indeed, but unfit a Soul for Duty, and make 
Work for Repentance ? But oh ye righteous Ones, there 
are better Things in Hope for you; Light is ſœun for the 
Righteous, and Gladneſs for the Upright in Heart; and 
the Crop will not fail, the Harveſt will be plenteous. 


The Plowman ploweth in Hope, tho he have ſome ftormy 


Weather; and ſo thou, precious One, when Storms ariſe, 
and Troubles come, fay to thyſelf as the Pſalmiſt doth, 


Why art thou caſt down, O my Saul? Hope thou in God, 


Pal. xlii. 5, 11. Oh ye Righteous lift up your Heads, 
for your Redemption draweth nigh ; yaur Salvation is near- 
er than when you firſt believed. Wherefore pluck up your 
Spirits, quit yourſelves like Men, be ſaber and hope to the 
End, for the Grace that is ta be brought ts you, at the 
Revelation of Fefus Chriſt, 1 Pet. i. 13. 


4thly, Have the Righteous Hape in Death, then let 


them learn to moderate their Affections to worldly Things, 


Love not the World, nor the Things of the World, 1 John 


ii. 25. What are Riches, Pleaſures, Honours ? They are 
but ſor a Seaſon ; yea, they are but poor, low, empty 


Things, in Compariſon of thoſe Things which the 


Righteous have in. Hope, Therefore, let the Men of the 
World purſue after the World, and take what they will 


or can Q# it ;. for it is their Portion, they have their 


good 
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good Things in this Liſe; therefore do nor eng dem; ö 


nor grudge at them nor at their Proſperity; but for thy 
Part, bleſs God for what thou haſt here, be it more or 


| lefs, and learn therewith to be content, The World will 


not help in the Day of Death; but a well-graunded Hope 
of eternal Life, will be found of great Uſe and Comfort. 
to them that have it in that Hour ; for then mayſt thou 
rejoice in Hope of the Glory of God. 

5thly, Have the Righteous Hope in Death? Then let 


them bleſs God for this Hope, Once thou waſt without 


Hope, as well as others; but now the Lord hath given 


thee an Hope that will hold in Death, and that reaches 


beyond the Grave; this Hope, both as to the Object of it, 


Which is eternal Life and Salvation, and the Grounds of 


it, which are Chriſt, Grace and the Promiſe, and alſo the 
Act of it, in laying hold of the Object, is the Gift of 
God ; it is God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that begets this Hope in his People ; in the Acting whereof 
they can rejoice, tho* they be in Heavineſs through mani- 
fold Temptations, 1 Pet. i. 3, 4. 5, 6. Bleſs the Lord, 


ye Righteous for this Hope, which he hath of his abun- | 


dant Mercy begotten you to; and if at any Time you 


| ſtagger, or find your Hope ſhaken, whether in Life or at 


the Approach of Death, put the Lord in Mind of his own. 

Word and his own Work, as the Pſalmiſt did, P/al. 

cxix. 49. Remember thy Mord unto thy Servant, upon 
which thou haſt cauſed me to hope. 


Gr hy, and laſtly, Have the Righteous Hope in Death! 1 


This may ſerve for the Comfort of all thoſe, who mourn 
for the Death of godly Relations. Sorrow not for them 
as thoſe that have no Hope ; the Hope of the Righteous 
in Death ſhould be improved by ſurviving Friends, for 
their own Support and Comfort under ſuch Strokes. May 


this be a Cordial to you, the Children and Relations of 
this our deceaſed Friend, that ſhe was numbered among 
the Righteous whilſt living ; ; and now ſhe is gone, we have 


good Ground to hope, that ſhe doth reap the Fruit of 
Righteouſneſs, which is Aſſurance for ever, Jai. xxxii. 
17. And when the glorious Lord ſhall come at the laft 


Day, and ſhall fit upon the Throne of his Glory, he ſhall 


call the Righteous from their Beds of Duſt, for he will 


have a Deſire to the Work of his Hands, Fob xiv. 16. 


And when the Righteous are raiſed up, then ſhall they, 


together with the reſt of the Godly that ſhall be found 


alive 
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e bp ne "Earth at the Coming of Chriſt, de cauzht 
up to meet the Lord i in the Air, and ſo hall beever with 
the Lord. Wherefore, comfort one another with: theſe 
Words; 1 Thefſ. iv. 17, 18. Theſe, - ney 200 are com- 
fortable Words to the —— it be our Mercy 
bebe of that happy Number; — . that End, let well 
for the Spirit of the Lord, to reveal, and alſo to ap 
ply Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs ſavingly to us; and alſo, 
- work Righteouſneſs in us, and to enable us te alk 
in the Way of Righteouſneſs; that ſo we may have Hope 


in Death; and-that an abundant Entrance may be mi- 


niſtred to us into. the everlaſting Kingdom of qur Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Qhrift ; To whom with the Father and 


the Holy Tg 0 aferibed all Honour, Praife and 'Glary, 
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